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Mooresville chief confident
Stewart case will be solved
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MOORESVILLE — Six months
after Matthew Rvan Stewart was
shot and killed in his Mooresville
home, police still await that one tip
that could solve the mystery of who
committed the crime,

“We know that
there’s somebody out
there with that key
piece of information,” P "
said Mooresville Po- [
lice Chief Carl Rob-
bins. “We would just
appeal to that person §
or persons that have
that information. We Stewart
know that there's
someone out there that can help
solve it.”

Stewart, 31, was fatally shot in
his bed shortly after midnight on
June 9 during what has been called
a home invasion in the Gabriel Es-
tates neighborhood in  north
Mooresville,
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Stewart’s wife, Angela, said she, her
husband and youngest son were in bed
when a gunman entered their bedroom
at 158 Shephard Hill Drive and began
shooting. She was able to escape to a
neighbor’s house with her son after suf-
fering a gunshot wound to her left arm.
The other two children were not harmed.

According to autopsy results released
in late July, Stewart sustained gunshot
wounds to the face, chest, back and arm
as well as stab wounds in the neck, face
and shoulder. His body also showed
blunt-force trauma wounds and defen-
sive wounds from trying to fight the at-
tacker, officials said.

Though police have followed up on
every lead they've received in the last six
months, Robbins said they lack enough
information to identify a suspect in the
murder investigation.

However, the MPD as well as the State
Bureau of Investigation remain diligent
in their efforts toward solving the case, he
said.

“There is still some information that fil-
ters in that (MPD investigators) follow
up on, and the SBI has been really good
to give us a couple agents,” said Robbins.

Noting that members of the SBI are
looking at similar incidents not just local-
ly. but across the nation, Robbins men-

tioned subject-matter experts who are also
looking over the case.

“Sometimes it’s just good to get other
eyes to look at it and see if there’s some-
thing that they missed during the initial
investigation,” Robbins said. “They’re not
just limiting (the investigation) to around
here. They're looking all over the country
for any similar crimes cause society is so
mobile now.”

In August, police had hoped an $11,000
reward — up to $5,000 from the state and
Gov. Beverly Perdue as well as $5,000 from
Stewart’s family and $1,000 from
Mooresville-South Iredell Crime Stoppers
— would help crack open the case.

“That reward money, it’s still out there,”
said Robbins. “We're disappointed that we
didn't get flooded with information (from
the reward offering).”

But Robbins said he’s certain that the
crucial piece of information does exist.

“If anyboedy that has it in their heart to
come forward and help us ..” he said, not-
ing that anonymous tips are welcome. “So
many crimes are solved because of some-
body who has the courage to come for-
ward.”

Although Robbins said he wishes the
MPD could have solved this case quickly,
he notes that the department plans to
stick with the investigation until it's
solved.

“We're still sticking with it and we're go-
ing to see it through. I'm still confident
that 1t's going to get solved. It just takes
that one person.”



