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Mt. Mourne fire-
fighter Matt
Harrington rap-
pels down the
depariment’s
new training
tower Saturday
as Randall
Stutts (bottom)
and Andy
Osborne provide
assistance. Atop
the tower with
Oshorne are
James Irby from
Lowe’s; and
Toney Lambirth
and Steve
Robbins, both
Mt. Mourne fire-
fighters. In the
aerial platform
are Chief Jeff
Richardson along
with Jaclyn
Pardini and Kelly
Persons of

!
Lowe's.
DONNA SWICE!
DSWIS
STATESVILLE.COM

Tower training
a1 - Mourne VFD unveils threestory practice facily

BY DONNA SWICEGOOD

VILLE.COM

For the men and women
in emergency services,
training is vital

“Training is at the for
front of everything we dc

aid Mt. Mourne Volunteer

> Department Chief Jeff

Richardson. “The more pro

re at our skills,

better ¢ pro
vide to our commnity

Now, thanks to a lot of
planning axd hand
members of
VID and
from the Lowe

training tower Saturday.
The towe L proy e

Richardson said it's an
idea the depu T |
10 pursu sir

roon o fine
bkl out of
L more than 15 ¥

At thar 1ir
aid, thed
in ats facility down the
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from the current station and
there just wasn't room.

ng to the new
station a few years ago, they
began to rethink the idea,
Richardson said.

Funding, not space,
became the primary obsta-
cle.

The Lowe's Charitable
and Educational
Foundation provided the
answer. The foundation
warded the department a
8 )0 grant to construct
the tower.

Last fall, the tower start
e rising

Richardson said the
ntire department played a
part in making the project a
reality

Referring to the men and
women standing ar i
blue Mt. Mourne
Richardson said, “every-
body in a blue shirt had a
hand in driving in a screw
ar hammering a board.

But, he said, there were
two members of the depart-
ment who donated more than
afew hours to the project

Capt. Andy Osborne and
firefighter Toney Lambirth

went well be,\'un-d the call of

uty.

“They put in well over
150 hours each,” Richardson
spid.

Richardson offered his

thanks to the two-men, as
well as to Lowe's.
James Irby, operations
ager at the Huntersville
id helping build
the tower is an investment
in the communit
“We definitely look for-
ward to this facility having a
positive impact on this com-
munity,” he said.
Irby climbed to the top of
the tower to witne
pelling demon

while two other members of

the Lowe's team, Jaclyn
Pardini and Kelly Per:
from corporate commun
tions, took a ride to the top
with Richardson in Mt.
Mourne’s aerial truck.
Richardson said the
tower will not only S
Mt. Mourne firefighters in
training, but other agencies

my ¢ S
Community

Gordon Knight, publi
safety coordinator at MCC,
said this tower will give fire-
fighter recruits an opportu-
nity to train on high-level
rescue and operations
requiring aerial equipment.

“This won't just benefit
us, but everybody who lives
in this county,” Richardson
said.

Mooresville Police
Chief Carl Robbins
talks about the
Matthew Stewart
murder case
Tuesday in
Mooresville. An
$11,000 reward
is being offered
for information
leading to an
arrest in the case.

MEDIA GENERAL

Agencies offer
$11K reward
in murder case

BY MELINDA SKUTNICK
MEDIA GENERAL NEWS SERVICE
MOORESVILLE

Police investigators hope
the lure of an $11,000 reward
will help them close a nearly 11-
week homicide investigation
with an arrest.

Still without a suspect in the
June 9 murder of old
Matthew rt, Mooresville
Police Chi Carl Robbins
announced Thursday that the
State of North Carolina has
offered a reward of “up to
$5,000" in the case.

Stewar family is also
offering a $5,000 reward and
Mooresville-South Iredell
Crime Stoppers is offering
$1,000 for information in the
case.

‘At the end of the day, (the
investigation) is really going to
come down to the public,”
Robbins said.

According to  autopsy
results, the husband and father
of three was shot and stabbed
several times during what
police have called a home inva-
sion in the Gabriel Estates
neighborhood in north
Mooresville.

Shortly after midnight on
June 9, Stewart’s wife, Angela,
told police that she, her hus-
band and youngest son were in
bed when a gunman entered
their bedroom at 158 Shephard
Hill Drive and began shooting.
She was able to escape to a
neighbor’s ho with that son.
The other children were not
harmed.

Her husband, however, suf:
fered gunshot wounds to his

st, back and arm as
well as stab wounds in the
nec ace and shoulder.
Additionally, his body showed
blunt force trauma wounds and
defensive wounds from trying
to fight off his attacker.

Rr)hhinﬁ said Thursday that

€< We do believe
fhere is someone
out there with
information that
will break this case.
Carl Robbins

Mooresville
police chief

police have been unable to
identify ¢ t in the mur-
der investigation. He noted that
nobody s been definitively
ruled out as a suspect either.

“I think someone knows
something and they just aren't
coming forward," the chief
said. “We're hoping this
(reward) will help. We do
believe there is someone out
there with information that
will break this case.”

ling the investigation an

sual” one for the Town of

lle, Robbins id

police remain confident that
they will find the person
responsible for Stewart’s death.

Gov. Beverly Perdue’s deci-
sion to offer a state reward, he
said, shows the governor’s pub-
ic safety priority and desire to
solve what she called “an infa-
mous crime” in her reward
proclamation.

A poster and 500 fliers ask-
ing for information in the case
have been distributed around
town

Anyone with information
about this crime should call the
MPD at (704) 664-3311,
Mooresville  South Iredell
Crime Stoppers at (704) 658-9056
or the North olina State
Bureau of Investigation at 1-

334-3000.
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