3 Years Later

Murder
remains
a puzzle

Police ‘optimistic’
about Stewart case
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The Mooresville Police Depart-
ment hasn't given up hope of finding
Matthew Stewart's murderer, three
years after a baffling shooting in his
north Mooresville home.

sStewart, 51, a reg-

istered nurse at Lake

g Norman Regional

B Medical Center, was
' asleep with his wife
w7 Angela and their

h i young son in their Ga-

Slowaet briel Estates home on

June 9, 2009, when a
man broke in and began shooting,
police said. Angela, who was shot
in the arm, managed to flee to a
neighbor’s home with their son.

Police believe Matt Stewart was fa-
tally wounded while struggling with
the gunman.

No suspects have ever been iden-
tified or any arrests made. But the
case hasn't faded away from minds
of MPD investi-

B
" ators.
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that can help. We also continually
look back through the evidence col-
lected and the statements, to see if
they are more relevant now and just
keep working at the case trying to
find answers.”

Robbins said investigators “can
never have too much information,”
and that the more tips they get, the
better.

“We're also not excluding any pos-
sibilities, because to do so would be
a disservice,” he said. “We're keep-
ing an open mind when it comes to
possible motives and looking at the
whole spectrum.”

Unlike this case, Robbins said
most crimes are solved quickly be-
cause “the persons responsible are
apparent from the beginning.”
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“This case has been much more
difficult because he was so well-
loved by the community. We can't
figure out who would want to harm
him,” Robbins said of Stewart. “I'm
still optimistic, however. It might
take longer, but we will continue to
use all available resources to find
the answer. '

“We want to bring the person re-
sponsible to justice and give the
family some closure, It has to be
devastating for them to just not

know why this happened. All of our
officers involved in the investiga-
tion are trying so hard to bring this
case to a close, and I know it wears
on them.”

Robbins added that it is important
to keep the case in the public’s eye,

“We need to keep this case on the
forefront of people’s minds because
someone coming forward with even
a minor piece of information could
change everything,” he said. “As
time goes on, relationships change
and a key player in the case could
have been close to someone and is
not close to them any longer. Maybe
they will be inspired to give up some

information they didn't want to dis-
close earlier because they were pro-
tecting that person.

“We continue to hope and look
for people who might know some-
thing.”

Anyone with information about
the case is asked to call the MPD at
704-664-3311 or the Mooresville-
South Iredell Crime Stoppers at 704-
658-9056.

“You don't have to leave your
name, just any information you may
have that we can follow up on,” said
Robbins. “There is also still a reward
out there, if that’s what it takes to get
someone to come forward.”




